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Interview Questions for Vodunsi 
I. “My name is Hayden Janssen and I am a graduate student at the University of 
Montana.  I am interested in the Vodun religion and how Vodunsi relate to the 
environment through Vodun doctrine.  I have prepared a set of interview 
questions that I wish to ask you.” After this, I will relay to the interviewer an oral 
confidentiality agreement expressing that their name will not be used in the 
analysis of the data. 
Next, I will document demographics such as gender, approximate age, and detail 
the interviewees’ occupation so as to establish relevance with possible land 
ownership and frequency of land interaction. 
Construct: Determination of Religious Historical significance to the region 
and the individual as it pertains to Vodun, gender roles, and social 
acceptance. 
1) How did you first become Vodunsi? 
a) Which members of your family are Vodunsi?  Which are not? 
b) What was your first experience of Vodun like (Rituals & Ceremonies)? 
2) What is the history of Vodun in this area? 
a) How did your ancestors practice Vodun? 
b) Is this area a place where people have a long tradition of practicing 
Vodun? 
c) What is the history of Vodun? 
d) How has the practice of Vodun changed over time or through generations? 
 
II. 
I am especially interested in vodunsi views of nature.  My next 2 sets of  
questions are about this interest. 
Construct: Determine social and individual axiology as it pertains to nature 
by way of assigned values and inherent values, as compared to other religions 
practiced locally. 
1) How do Vodunsi view the environment? 
a) How would you describe the Vodunsi community? 
b) What particular value is placed upon the water or the land within your 
religious community? 
2) How do these views differ from other religions in this area? 
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vi. Sacred Forests 
vii. Vodunsi heritage 




a) How is “X” important to you personally? 
b) What actions do you undertake to demonstrate reverence for “X”, for 
example rituals, ceremonies, etc.? 
 
III. 
My last set of questions is intended to further illuminate Vodun’s sense of land 
care and stewardship. 
Construct: Define societal threats as they apply to Vodun and establish 
contexts in which vodunsi, through senses of duty and responsibility, are 
attempting to combat these threats. 







vi. Sacred Forests 
vii. Vodunsi Heritage 




2) Are there any actions that you can take so as to address these problems or 





Interview Questions for Non-Vodunsi 
 I. Introduction:  
“My name is Hayden Janssen and I am a graduate student at the University of 
Montana.  I am interested in the Vodun religion and how vodunsi relate to the 
environment through Vodun doctrine.  I have prepared a set of interview 
questions that I wish to ask you.” After this, I will relay to the interviewer an oral 
confidentiality agreement expressing that their name will not be used in the 
analysis of the data. 
Next, I will document demographics such as gender, approximate age, and detail 
the interviewees’ occupation so as to distinguish from the general populace and 
vodunsi.  These questions are meant for those who have influenced the region 
through colonialism (i.e. Catholic priests, Muslim Imams, and others associated 
with colonial mandates, not all of which must pertain to religious license). 
Construct: Outline historical presence and implications intrinsic within the 
specified religion as it pertains to the region. 
 
1) Which religion do you practice? 
a) How long have you been practicing this faith in this region? 
b) Which members of your family conform to the same religion?   
c) Do they live in this region? 
d) How did you learn this religion? 
2) What is the history of your religion in this region? 
a) Do you know the history of your religion in this area? 
b) Is this a place where your religion has a distinguished history of influence?  
If so, how? 
3) How has the practice of your religion transformed in this region over time? 
II. 
I am especially interested in your religion’s view of the environment.  My next set 
of questions aim at distinguishing your religion’s views toward the environment 
from that of the Vodunsi. 
Construct: Detail the nature of value placed upon nature according to the 





1) How does your religion perceive the environment? 
a) In your opinion, does this differ from the manner in which Vodunsi 
perceive the environment? 







vi. Sacred Forests 




a) How do you perceive Vodunsi view “X”?  
b) What does (your religion) do to demonstrate an appreciation for “X”? 
III. 
Finally, I wish to ask you a few questions regarding stewardship and land care as 
it pertains to your community as a whole. 
Construct: Define threats to nature as they pertain to the community at 
large, and illuminate fashions in which senses of religious duty and monastic 
responsibility can serve to ameliorate these threats.  
 
1) What are the problems or threats that could negatively affect “X”? 






vi. Sacred Forests 
vii. The Ocean 
 
2) Are there any actions that you can take so as to address these problems or 
threats to “X”?  Why, or why not? 
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Appendix II 
FIGURES 
 
 
Figure 1. Map of Benin (Note Ouidah in the southwestern corner. Source: 
http://www.izf.net/upload/Documentation/Cartes/supercartes/benin.png) 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Figure 2. Ocean Pirogue used off the coast of Ouidah 
 
 
Figure 3. Monument Displaying the Arc En Ciel along the Rue des Esclaves 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Figure 4. Monument along the Rue des Esclaves depicting the Arc En Ciel 
 
 
Figure 5. Ouidah's Grande Mosquée 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Figure 6. Author with Dagbo Hounon (Chef Suprême of Vodun) 
 
 
Figure 7. Scarification on Vodunsi interviewee 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Figure 8. Scarification on female Vodunsi 
 
Figure 9. Basilique Immaculée Conception 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Figure 10. Temple of the Pythons entrance 
 
 
Figure 11. Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé entrance 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Figure 12. Author at the UNICEF beach site outside of Ouidah 
 
Figure 13. Young Vodunsi girl in front of male god of lightning, Hevioso, in the Forêt Sacrée de 
Kpassé 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Figure 14. Author with Kpassenon 
 
Figure 15. Man using Pirogue to harvest fish in the estuary outside of Ouidah 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Figure 16. Dried fish for sale along the roadside in Ouidah 
 
Figure 17. Mural of Bokonon painted on Vodunsi home in Ouidah 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Figure 18. Maize cultivation where Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé land has been removed 
 
Figure 19. Bokonon property marker in the middle of maize crop in Figure 18 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Figure 20. Household compound constructed on Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé land 
 
Figure 21. Maize cultivation by tenants of compound in Figure 20, also within Forêt Sacrée de 
Kpassé land 
 
 
   168     
 
Figure 22. Rubbish pile immediately adjacent to Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé wall 
 
Figure 23. Author standing in front of the highest point of the Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé’s 
protection wall 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Figure 24. Author adjacent to the lowest existing point of the Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé’s 
protecting wall 
 
Figure 25. Author next to the central focus of the Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé, the Loko tree into 
which King Kpassé was said to have transformed in 1661 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Figure 26. Rubbish behind the wall in Figure 24 
 
Figure 27. Toilet located in the Forêt Sacrée de Kpassé 
All Photos property of author, except for Figure 1. 
